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The United States is deeply concerned by reports that members of social movements have surrounded 

and possibly occupied the offices used by ACDI/VOCA, an NGO administering USAID programs, in 

Villa Tunari and are claiming ownership of the building and its contents.  The office building and 

assets in the building were funded by USAID as part of the United States assistance programs to 

Bolivia. U.S.-Bolivia bilateral agreements state that the two governments jointly determine the use and 

final disposition of those facilities. 

 

The Government of Bolivia will be in violation of its international obligations if it does not protect the 

building and any assets on the property and if it does not consult the United States Government on 

disposition.  We are taken aback by recent comments by members of the Government of Bolivia who 

appear to be attempting to justify the apparent theft of property, calling it a "legal transition." 

 

In 2006, USAID and the Government of Bolivia renewed an earlier agreement that allows 

ACDI/VOCA to use the building to carry out development programs that benefit the people of the 

Chapare.  Upon completion of ACDI/VOCA’s programs, and per bilateral agreements, the building 

was to be transferred to the Government of Bolivia.  ACDI/VOCA's programs in Villa Tunari are not 

yet complete.  Following the hostile June 9 march on the U.S. Embassy, and under threat from "social 

movement groups," ACDI/VOCA left the building on June 24, 2008.  According to press reports, on 

August 31 private persons allegedly took possession of the building and claimed ownership of the 

property within the building. 

 

After the June 2008 threats and to protect staff and assets, USAID was forced to freeze 72 social 

infrastructure projects being implemented by ACDI/VOCA in cooperation with municipal 

governments, benefiting an estimated 10,000 people.  We regret that the benefits of these joint 

investments have been postponed and may not be realized. 

 

The United States expects the Government of Bolivia to meet its responsibilities under international 

agreements to provide adequate legal and physical security required for the success of our joint 

cooperation programs.  The United States will formally protest these irregular actions through 

diplomatic communications with the Government of Bolivia. 
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